
30-year analysis: 1990 - 2020

Photos and Footsteps: Celebrating MURA’s Past
by Ruth Tofle, Gary Smith and Ken Hutchinson

Breakfast Presentation to MURA February 4, 2020
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Thirty years of MU Retirees Association 1990 – 2020
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What is MURA?

to represent, promote and protect 
the interests of retirees and to 
promote the welfare of the 
University of Missouri

&

ADVOCATE: Promote

& protect welfare, 
rights & entitlements

COMMUNICATE: 

…between Univ 
& retirees…

EDUCATIONAL / 

SOCIAL: Provide 
opportunities

UNIVERSITY 

FAMILY: Contribute 
& encourage active 
participation

The purpose 
of the MU Retirees Association:
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ADVOCATE
ADVOCATE

Betsy Garrett, President
Governmental Affairs - Mary Anne McCollum,Chair

Kee Groshong, David Leuthold, Tom Schultz, Gary Smith
Ombuds: Marty Townsend, Faculty; Nancy Schultz, Staff 
Don Sievert, Faculty Council
Nancy Johnson, Staff Advisory Council
Ina Linville, MU Engagement Council



Comparing Fund Performance 
with Market and Actuarial Assumptions

Retirement Fund vs. Market Performance         Retirement Fund vs. Actuarial Assumptions

W UM Retirement Trust Fund

1990   - $604 Million 
2018   - $3.7 Billion 

Ken Hutchinson Chaired the Committee for Retirement for Faculty and Staff Benefits for 17 years.
Fund amounts above include payouts; 2019 actuarial report not yet received; Data from Marsha Fischer & Ryan Rapp UM System



Level of satisfaction 
with benefits

Kay Barbee, Retirement, Health & Other Benefits Chair
Rose Porter, Liaison to Total Rewards



Connecting

Outcomes:
• Advocacy
• Communication
• Education/Social
• University Family



Note: Membership is a moving target with changes in life memberships, how spouses are counted, dates of renewals for annual 
members, etc.     Numbers above reflect membership number at beginning of year.  

Membership Committee - Dick Otto, Chair;   James Beckett, Melvin Brees, Susan Burns,   Lonnie  Echternacht, Bob Marshall 
Gene McArtor,   Shirley Patterson, Sue Troutner, Ginger Wheeler

In past 5 years:
• Growth in overall members
• Growth in life members
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Donna Johanning, Finance Chair with members
Brian Sanders, Ken Hutchinson, Kee Groshong

Libby Miederhoff, Audit Chair
Jim Lay, Member



ADVOCATE

COMMUNICATE

Barbara Harris, Communications Chair
Mary Licklider, Secretary
Judy Maseles, Webmaster
Jayson Meyer, Web support
Maggie Walter and Shelda Eggers, Newsletter
Nancy Johnson, Facebook
Ina Linville and Susan Hazelwood, Members

Barbara Schneider, Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
Linda Lorenz, United Way



❑ Newsletters
❑ Facebook posts
❑ E-mail blasts
❑ Website
❑ Video recordings
❑ Promotional flyers
❑ UM Connection



Communicate

• Value of one-way communication

• Two-way / interactive communication
• Many people involved: Board & committees, 

monthly breakfasts, MURA Past Presidents meetings, 4-campus

meetings, meetings with President & Chancellor

• Ombuds—faculty and staff

• Annual business meeting & Fall Info meeting

• 2018 Statistical Survey



4-Campus UM retiree associations 
meet 2/year

1993, 1999, 2008 articles; 
Photo from 2019

Linda Cook, University Liaison-Admin



Collected by Gary Smith, 
MURA Historian – 1958-2020

Sent to University Archives in 
Lewis Hall - August, 2019

MURA Presidential papers, photos, 
Board minutes, UM retiree historic 
documents, brochures, & newsletters 

Analyzed by Gary Smith, 
Ruth Tofle, Ken Hutchinson 
for MURA Breakfast 
meeting February 4, 2020

Archiving 

process



ADVOCATE

EDUCATIONAL / SOCIAL

Ruth Tofle, Program Chair
Betsy Garrett, President
Clyde and Cecile Bentley, Breakfast Series
Jo Turner, Margie Sable, Marty Townsend, Kee Groshong, Past Presidents
Art Jago, Nancy Johnson, Glenda Moum, Members

Jack and Darlene Miles, Breakfast Registrations 
Rex and Patricia Waid, Social Registrations 
Judy Maseles, Online postings & PayPal Registrations
Nan Erickson, Santa’s Helper



Educational /
Social events

• What is your rated value of events?



Breakfast attendance
Looking at upper quartile (2014-2019)

2007 - John Parker began series at Old Alumni Center; Dick and Anne Hessler followed as organizers



Annual Business &

Fall Information 

Meeting

Holiday Lunch:

Music, trivia quiz,  
& Santa’s gifts

Fall Social

Ray Schroeder 
Spring Social



ADVOCATE

M

UNIVERSITY FAMILY

Member-at-large Staff 
Mary Jo Herde, Susan Hazelwood, Nancy Johnson

Member-at-large Faculty
Bill Fisch, Art Jago, Brian Foster

Mary Jo Herde, Awards

Scholarship Committee: 
Gary Smith and Kee Groshong Co-Chairs
Ken Hutchinson, Tom Henderson, Larry Windmoeller,
Brian Foster, Dianne Orton, Nancy Schultz, Tom Schultz,
Marty Townsend



Student Scholarship 
targeting dependents of MU & UM staff 

1994:  committee proposes scholarship

• George Brooks, Allen Purdy and Marjorie Roberts

2015-16: MURA approves matching funds;

• Sets goal of $100,000 (MURA Pres. Tom Henderson) 

• Honoring Kitty Dickerson—Dickerson Scholarship

• Members work at bookstore to increase fund

2019: Dave & Deke Dickerson Combo concert

http://rosemusichall.com/event/the-dave-deke-combo/
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UM President       Chancellor MURA President Faculty Retiree     Staff Retiree
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UNIVERSITY FAMILYCOMMUNICATEADVOCATE EDUCATION/SOCIAL

1990-2019 Stats
UM Presidents (w/ Interims): 11 Male; Chancellors:  7 Male

MURA Presidents:  17 Male + 9 Female = 26 Total

Faculty Retirees of the Year:  23 Male + 7 Female = 30 Total

Staff Retirees of the Year:  14 Male + 17 Female = 31 Total

http://rosemusichall.com/event/the-dave-deke-combo/


UM President       Chancellor MURA President Faculty Retiree     Staff Retiree

2020

Capturing and archiving in 2020



Footprints:  Past and Future
1. Strong mission and objectives – foundation for going forward

2. Activities share MU values

3. Strong leaders & organizational structure involving members

4. Continuous improvement; fiscal health

5. Historical photos and stories to weave our culture

Strategic initiatives Objectives

> 1000 members actively engaged Advocate

4/yr Newsletters & archive stories Communicate

Sponsorships to defray event costs Educate / Social

> $100,000 scholarship University family



Artifacts tell stories

• Unused Presidential gavel by George Preckshot from apricot wood of his farm
• Hard to find plaques of MURA Presidents, Staff & Faculty Retirees of the Year
• Disappearing tablecloth



Leaders Tell Stories: 
Ken Hutchinson

• In 1989, Retirement Program Reviewed 

• Retirees Concerned With Lack of Input

• Early Days And Formation Challenges



• Investment club

• Golf – 1994 started by Rex Dillow

• Volunteerism

• Scholarship campaign

Leaders Tell Stories:  

Gary Smith



Thank you for the 

leading footprints creating a path for our dynamic future

and, thank you to University Archives, University of Missouri 
for photos of Faculty and Staff Retirees of the Year


